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EMBARGO 77 
 

FREQUENCY RANGE(S):  1710–1785 MHz 

1805–1880 MHz 

1920–1980 MHz 

2110–2170 MHz 

SUBJECT:    Embargo on new frequency assignments for apparatus licencing  

DATE OF EFFECT:  28 June 2024 (updated 04 Feb 2026)  

COVERAGE:   Areas defined in attachment 1  

TIME FRAME:   Until further notice, review in April 2026. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

New frequency assignments for PTS Apparatus Licences in the frequency ranges and areas as 
defined in Attachment 1 will be generally restricted, except where the following criteria are met:1  

1. where the total spectrum licensed by the licensee in the given area2 would not exceed 2 
x 10 MHz (i.e., a single 10 MHz paired or two 5 MHz paired) across both bands 
(inclusive of the proposed licence), and 

2. where the proposed channel is within the nominal frequency segments for the licensee identified 
in the assignment priority schemes3 of both RALI MS33 and MS34. These priority schemes are 
to be treated as mandatory, rather than preferred. 

If the above criteria are not met, case-by-case exemptions to this embargo are to be referred to the 
Manager, Spectrum Planning Section for consideration. These applications should include information 
supporting the case for an exemption and relevant interference calculations. Exemptions will generally 
not be granted for 20 MHz (aggregated) channel bandwidths. 

REASONS  

The purpose of the embargo is to preserve possible planning options in the bands for terrestrial fixed 
and mobile services while changes are being considered. 

COMMENTS  

The ACMA is consulting on possible changes to arrangements in these frequency ranges for 
apparatus licences.  

Apparatus licences are already restricted to areas outside of spectrum licences, described in 
Radiocommunications Assignment and Licensing Instruction (RALI) SM26 parts 4.5 and 4.6.  

Spectrum Embargoes 62 and 49 also currently apply in parts of these ranges and remain applicable. 

 
1 Where both criteria are met, a licence may be issued without the need to apply for an exemption to this 
embargo. 
2 For the purpose of applying this guidance a given area is the frequency reuse area of 45 km. 
3 Preferred assignment allocations for MS33 under 4.15 and Assignment priority for MS34 under 4.14 
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HISTORY 

This embargo was put in place in June 2024 to preserve future planning options in the band. That first 
version of the embargo included guidance on particular circumstances where an exemption may be 
granted. 

In February 2026, the ACMA updated this embargo to remove particular circumstances from the 
scope of the embargo, meaning that an exemption request is no longer required for proposed 
assignments that align with these particular circumstances. 
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EMBARGO AUTHORISATION:  

Approved   04/02/2026  

 

Manager  

Spectrum Planning Section  

Spectrum Planning and Engineering Branch  

Australian Communications & Media Authority  
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ATTACHMENT 1:  

AREAS WHERE THE EMBARGO APPLIES  

All areas listed in Table 1.  

 

 

Figure 1: Embargo 77 areas  
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Table 1: HCIS identifiers of embargo areas 

area HCIS identifiers 

Bowen LR9, LS2, LS3, LS5, LS6, MS7, MT1, MT2, MT4, MT5 
WA Goldfields CT6, CT9, CU3, CU6, CU8, CU9, CV1, CV2, CV3, DU1, DU2, 

DU4, DU5, DU7, DU8, DV1, DV2 
Pilbara BR5, BR6, BR7, BR8, BR9, BS2, BS3, BS5, BS6, CR4, CR7, 

CR8, CS1, CS2, CS3, CS4, CS5, CS6 
Sturt JT7, JT8, JT9, JU2, KT7 
2 GHz regional  KW, LW, AU2, AU3, AU6, AU9, AV9, AW3, BU1, BU2, BU4, 

BU5, BU7, BU8, BU9, BV3, BV6, BV7, BV8, BV9, BW1, BW2, 
BW3, BW5, BW6, CV4, CV7, CW1, CW4, GV1, GV2, GV3, GV6, 
HV1, HV2, HV4, HV5, HV6, HV8, HV9, HW3, IV4, IV5, IV6, IV7, 
IV8, IV9, IW1, IW2, IW4, IW5, IW7, IW8, IW9, JV4, JV5, JV7, 
JV8, JV9, JW2, JW3, JW4, JW5, JW6, JW7, JW8, JW9, JX1, 
JX2, JX3, JX5, JX6, KV7, KX1, KX2, KX4, KX5, KX8, KX9, KY2, 
KY3, KY6, LQ1, LQ2, LQ4, LQ5, LQ7, LQ8, LR2, LR3, LR5, 
LR6, LV9, LX2, LX3, LX5, LX6, LX7, LX8, LX9, LY1, LY2, LY3, 
LY4, LY5, LY6, LY7, LZ1, MR1, MR4, MR5, MR7, MR8, MR9, 
MS1, MS2, MS3, MS4, MS5, MS6, MS8, MS9, MT3, MT6, MT9, 
MU3, MU5, MU6, MU8, MU9, MV1, MV2, MV3, MV4, MV5, 
MV6, MV7, MV8, MW6, MW7, MW8, MW9, MX1, MX2, MX3, 
MX4, MX7, MY1, MY4, MY7, MZ1, NS4, NS7, NS8, NS9, NT1, 
NT2, NT3, NT4, NT7, NU1, NU4, NU5, NU6, NU7, NU8, NU9, 
NV1, NV2, NV3, BV1A, BV1B, BV1C, BV1D, BV2A, BV2B, 
BV2C, BV2D, BV2G, BV2H, BV2K, BV2L, BV2O, BV2P, BV5C, 
BV5D, BV5G, BV5H, BV5K, BV5L, BV5O, BV5P, IW3A, IW3B, 
IW3C, IW3D, IW6I, IW6J, IW6K, IW6L, IW6M, IW6N, IW6O, 
IW6P, JW1A, JW1B, JW1C, JW1D, JW1F, JW1G, JW1H, JW1J, 
JW1K, JW1L, JW1N, JW1O, JW1P, KX3A, KX3B, KX3C, KX3D, 
KX3E, KX3I, KX6M, KX6N, KX6O, KX6P, LX1A, LX1B, LX1C, 
LX1D, LX1F, LX1G, LX1H, LX1L, LX1P, LX4D, LX4G, LX4H, 
LX4K, LX4L, LX4M, LX4N, LX4O, LX4P, LY8A, LY8B, LY8C, 
LY8D, LY8E, LY8F, LY8G, LY8I, LY8J, LY8K, LY8M, LY8N, 
LY8O, LY9A, LY9B, LY9C, LY9D, LZ2A, LZ2B, LZ2C, LZ2E, 
LZ2F, LZ2G, LZ2I, LZ2J, LZ2K, LZ2M, LZ2N, LZ2O, LZ2P, 
LZ3M, LZ3N, LZ3O, LZ3P, MV9A, MV9B, MV9C, MW1A, 
MW1B, MW1C, MW1D, MW1E, MW1F, MW1G, MW1H, MW1I, 
MW1J, MW1K, MW1L, MW1M, MW1N, MW1O, MW2A, MW2B, 
MW2C, MW2D, MW2E, MW2F, MW2G, MW2H, MW2I, MW2J, 
MW2K, MW2L, MW2O, MW2P, MW3A, MW3E, MW3I, MW3M, 
MW3N, MW4A, MW4B, MW4C, MW4E, MW4F, MW4G, MW4I, 
MW4J, MW4K, MW4M, MW4N, MW4O, MW5C, MW5D, MW5G, 
MW5H, MW5K, MW5L, MW5O, MW5P, NT5A, NT5B, NT5E, 
NT5F, NT5I, NT5J, NT5M, NT5N, NT8A, NT8B, NT8E, NT8F, 
NT8I, NT8J, NT8M, NT8N, NU2A, NU2B, NU2E, NU2F, NU2G, 
NU2I, NU2J, NU2K, NU2L, NU2M, NU2N, NU2O, NU2P, NU3M, 
NU3N, NU3O, NU3P, NV4A, NV4B, NV4C, NV4D, NV4E, NV4F, 
NV4G, NV4H, NV5A, NV5B, NV5C, NV5D, NV5E, NV5F, NV5G, 
NV5H, BV1E1, BV1E2, BV1E3, BV1E4, BV1E5, BV1E6, BV1F1, 
BV1F2, BV1F3, BV1F4, BV1F5, BV1F6, BV1G1, BV1G2, 
BV1G3, BV1G4, BV1G5, BV1G6, BV1H1, BV1H2, BV1H3, 
BV1H4, BV1H5, BV1H6, BV2E1, BV2E2, BV2E3, BV2E4, 
BV2E5, BV2E6, BV2F1, BV2F2, BV2F3, BV2F4, BV2F5, 
BV2F6, BV4M4, BV4M5, BV4M6, BV4M7, BV4M8, BV4M9, 
BV4N4, BV4N5, BV4N6, BV4N7, BV4N8, BV4N9, BV4O4, 
BV4O5, BV4O6, BV4O7, BV4O8, BV4O9, BV4P4, BV4P5, 
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area HCIS identifiers 

BV4P6, BV4P7, BV4P8, BV4P9, BV5M4, BV5M5, BV5M6, 
BV5M7, BV5M8, BV5M9, BV5N4, BV5N5, BV5N6, BV5N7, 
BV5N8, BV5N9, IW3E1, IW3E2, IW3E3, IW3E4, IW3E7, IW3F1, 
IW3F2, IW3F3, IW3G1, IW3G2, IW3G3, IW3H1, IW3H2, IW3H3, 
IW3I1, IW3I4, IW3I7, IW3M1, IW3M4, IW3M7, IW6A1, IW6A4, 
IW6A7, IW6E1, IW6E4, IW6E7, JW1E1, JW1E2, JW1E3, 
JW1E5, JW1E6, JW1E8, JW1E9, JW1I2, JW1I3, JW1I5, JW1I6, 
JW1I8, JW1I9, JW1M2, JW1M3, JW1M5, JW1M6, JW1M7, 
JW1M8, JW1M9, KX3F1, KX3F2, KX3F3, KX3F4, KX3F5, 
KX3F6, KX3G1, KX3G2, KX3G3, KX3G4, KX3G5, KX3G6, 
KX3H1, KX3H2, KX3H3, KX3M1, KX3M2, KX3M3, KX3M4, 
KX3M5, KX3M7, KX6A1, KX6A4, KX6A7, KX6E1, KX6E4, 
KX6E7, KX6I1, KX6I4, KX6I7, LX1E1, LX1E2, LX1E3, LX1E5, 
LX1E6, LX1J2, LX1J3, LX1K1, LX1K2, LX1K3, LX1K5, LX1K6, 
LX1K8, LX1K9, LX4F3, LX4F6, LX4F9, LX4J3, LX4J6, LX4J9, 
LY8H1, LY8H2, LY8H3, LY9E1, LY9E2, LY9E3, LY9F1, LY9F2, 
LY9F3, LY9G1, LY9G2, LY9G3, LY9H1, LY9H2, LY9H3, LZ2L4, 
LZ2L5, LZ2L6, LZ2L7, LZ2L8, LZ2L9, LZ3I4, LZ3I5, LZ3I6, 
LZ3I7, LZ3I8, LZ3I9, LZ3J4, LZ3J5, LZ3J6, LZ3J7, LZ3J8, 
LZ3J9, LZ3K4, LZ3K5, LZ3K6, LZ3K7, LZ3K8, LZ3K9, LZ3L4, 
LZ3L5, LZ3L6, LZ3L7, LZ3L8, LZ3L9, MV9D1, MV9D2, MV9D3, 
MV9D4, MV9D5, MV9D7, MV9D8, MV9E1, MV9E2, MV9E3, 
MV9F1, MV9F2, MV9F3, MV9G1, MV9G2, MV9G3, MV9H1, 
MV9H2, MW1P1, MW1P2, MW1P3, MW2M1, MW2M2, 
MW2M3, MW2N1, MW2N2, MW2N3, MW3B1, MW3B4, 
MW3B7, MW3F1, MW3F4, MW3F7, MW3J1, MW3J4, MW3J5, 
MW3J6, MW3J7, MW3J8, MW3J9, MW4P4, MW4P5, MW4P6, 
MW4P7, MW4P8, MW4P9, MW5M4, MW5M5, MW5M6, 
MW5M7, MW5M8, MW5M9, MW5N4, MW5N5, MW5N6, 
MW5N7, MW5N8, MW5N9, NT5C1, NT5C2, NT5C3, NT5D1, 
NT5D2, NT5D3, NT6A1, NT6A2, NT6A3, NT6B1, NT6B2, 
NT6B3, NT6C1, NT6C2, NT6C3, NT6D1, NT6D2, NT6D3, 
NU2C4, NU2C5, NU2C6, NU2C7, NU2C8, NU2C9, NU2D4, 
NU2D7, NU2H1, NU2H4, NU2H5, NU2H6, NU2H7, NU2H8, 
NU2H9, NU3E4, NU3E7, NU3I1, NU3I4, NU3I5, NU3I6, NU3I7, 
NU3I8, NU3I9, NU3J4, NU3J5, NU3J6, NU3J7, NU3J8, NU3J9, 
NU3K4, NU3K5, NU3K6, NU3K7, NU3K8, NU3K9, NU3L4, 
NU3L5, NU3L6, NU3L7, NU3L8, NU3L9, NV4I1, NV4I2, NV4I3, 
NV4I4, NV4I7, NV4J1, NV4J2, NV4J3, NV4K1, NV4K2, NV4K3, 
NV4L1, NV4L2, NV4L3, NV4M1, NV4M4, NV4M7, NV5I1, 
NV5I2, NV5I3, NV5J1, NV5J2, NV5J3, NV5K1, NV5K2, NV5K3, 
NV5L1, NV5L2, NV5L3, NV7A1 
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