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Complaint about Prohibited Interactive Gambling Services 

I am writing to lodge a complaint under s 16 of the Interactive Gambling Act 2001 (Cth) 
(Act) in relation to an event, the Brownlow Medal Awards Ceremony and the 
advertisements which were broadcast during the ceremony on television, and the 
activities of certain online gambling service providers allowing in-play betting on the 
Brownlow Medal. 

A. Facts

On Sunday 18th September 2022, Channel Seven broadcast the 2022 Brownlow Medal 
Awards Ceremony (Brownlow). The live broadcast contained a number of advertisements 
for Sportsbet. These advertisements included market updates of live prices and stated that 
clients were not required to place bets via the telephone as they could bet live via the 
Sportsbet App. 

B. The provisions in the Act

1. The Act prohibits the intentional provision of a prohibited interactive gambling
service (see sections 5 and 15 of the Act).

2. A service is an excluded wagering service to the extent to which the service relates to
betting on, or on a series of, sporting events, and to the extent to which the service is
not an in-play betting service.

3. A gambling service is an in-play betting service to the extent to which the service
relates to betting on the outcome of a sporting event, where the bets are placed,
made, received or accepted after the beginning of the event; or the service relates to
betting on a contingency that may or may not happen in the course of a sporting
event, where the bets are placed, made, received or accepted after the beginning of
the event.

4. There is no definition of sporting event in the Act, therefore the natural and ordinary
meaning will apply. Under s 10A, the Minister may, by legislative instrument,
determine that a specified thing is taken to be or not to be a sporting event. The only
example of such determination is the Interactive Gambling (Sporting Events and
Excluded Wagering Services) Determination 2017.






