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Background  
The Legislation Act 2003 (Cth) provides that most legislative instruments ‘sunset’ (that is, 
they are repealed) 10 years after they are registered on the Federal Register of Legislation 
unless an exemption applies. This is an automatic process that applies to most legislative 
instruments, regardless of their content. 

The Broadcasting Services (International Broadcasting) Guidelines 2016 are due to sunset 
on 1 April 2026. We are reviewing the guidelines to determine if they remain fit-for-purpose. 

Overview of the international broadcasting guidelines 
Under the Broadcasting Services Act 1992 (the Act),1 we are required to make guidelines 
relating to international broadcasting services.  

The guidelines apply to entities that broadcast transmissions from Australia that are targeted, 
to a significant extent, to audiences outside Australia.2   

International broadcasting services generally provide programs that: 
• are intended to appeal to the general public (for example, entertainment, sports  

and news) 
• can be received using standard equipment like televisions or radios. 

The purpose of the guidelines is to explain:  
• how international broadcasting services should operate  
• what kind of material can be included in broadcasts  
• the accepted conduct of international broadcasting licensees. 

The current guidelines are available on the Federal Register of Legislation. 

 

 

 

 
1 Broadcasting Services Act 1992, section 121FP.  
2 The Act, section 18A(1). 

https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2016L00393/latest/text
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Proposed changes to the guidelines 
We consider the guidelines have been operating effectively and efficiently. We propose to 
remake the guidelines prior to the sunsetting date on 1 April 2026, with only minor and 
necessary changes to improve clarity. These include: 
• Updates to language and form to modernise the instrument to align with current  

drafting practices. 
• Removal of references to hypnosis and subliminal perception content. These 

provisions are outdated and have been removed from broadcasting industry codes  
of practice. 

• Clarification that both the content and scheduling of advertisements must comply with 
Australian community standards. This has been achieved through adding a reference to 
‘scheduling’ at Part 6 to make it clearer to licensees that ‘limiting exposure of children’ 
includes consideration of the time advertisements are scheduled. 

• Clarification on applicable privacy obligations requiring the secure collection and 
destruction of complaint information. This has been achieved through additional 
references in Part 9 to make it clearer that licensees should adhere to current privacy 
standards. This requires the secure collection, storage and destruction of records that 
contain personal information in relation to complaints.  

 
You can access the consultation and draft of the revised guidelines in the have your say 
section of our website.  
 

https://www.acma.gov.au/have-your-say
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Have your say 
Making a submission 
We want to hear your views on the remaking of the guidelines, including on the ACMA’s 
proposed changes, or feedback on any related matters. 

• Online submissions can be made by uploading a document. Submissions in PDF, 
Microsoft Word or Rich Text Format are preferred. 

• Submissions by post can be sent to:  
The Manager 
Content and Media Reform  
Australian Communications and Media Authority  
PO Box 78  
Belconnen ACT 2616 

The closing date for submissions is 5 pm (AEDT) on Friday 12 December 2025.  

You can send questions about this process to CAMR@acma.gov.au.  

Publication of submissions 
We publish submissions on our website, including personal information (such as names and 
contact details), except for information that you have claimed (and we have accepted) is 
confidential.  

Confidential information will not be published or otherwise released unless required or 
authorised by law. 

Privacy 
View information about our policy on the publication of submissions, including collection of 
personal information during consultation and how we handle that information. 

Information on the Privacy Act 1988, how to access or correct personal information, how  
to make a privacy complaint and how we will deal with the complaint, is available in our 
privacy policy.  

https://www.acma.gov.au/have-your-say
mailto:CAMR@acma.gov.au
https://www.acma.gov.au/publication-submissions
https://www.acma.gov.au/privacy-policy
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