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Application for a permit to install a 
submarine cable in Australian waters 
 

The ACMA administers the submarine cable permitting framework established under Schedule 3A to the 
Telecommunications Act 1997 (the Act). We issue permits allowing carriers to install submarine cables within protection 
zones and in Australian waters outside protection zones that are not coastal waters of a state or the Northern Territory.  

The Submarine cable installation permits: Guide for applicants contains information about installation permits and the 
application process. Applicants should refer to the guide before completing this form. 

All international submarine cables that are connected to a place in Australia require an installation permit. A domestic 
submarine cable requires a permit if it is to be installed within a declared submarine cable protection zone.  

We have declared 3 protection zones to date; one in waters off Perth, and 2 in waters off Sydney. More information about 
the protection zones is available on our website.  

Installing an international submarine cable without a permit, or a domestic cable in a protection zone without a permit are 
offences under Schedule 3A to the Act, punishable by 200 penalty units. 

Eligibility 

Under the Act, only a licensed carrier may apply to the ACMA for a permit to install a submarine cable in Australian 
waters.  

Prior to submitting an application 

Carriers are advised to contact the ACMA via subcablesenquiries@acma.gov.au to discuss a new cable proposal early in 
the planning phase of the project, once a preferred cable path has been identified. This will enable our staff to provide 
relevant advice about permitting requirements and processes. 

Permit charges 

An application for a submarine cable installation permit must be accompanied by payment of the relevant charge per cable 
and the consultancy deposit (if applicable).  

Find out more about the fees for making an application for a submarine cable installation permit.  

Before lodging an application, contact ACMA to request an invoice by telephone on 1300 850 115 or by emailing 
subcablesenquiries@acma.gov.au. 

Submitting an application 
An application for a submarine cable installation permit must be made in writing, using this form.  

Please submit an application, including any relevant supporting information or documentation, to the ACMA by email at 

subcablesenquiries@acma.gov.au or by mail to: 

The Manager  
Infrastructure and Equipment Safeguards Section 
Australian Communications and Media Authority 
PO Box 13112 Law Courts 
Melbourne VIC 8010 

Consultation  

Before deciding on an application for an installation permit, the ACMA must consult with the Secretary of the Attorney-
General’s Department, the Home Affairs Secretary and any other person we consider relevant. 

Applicants are requested to provide any information they consider relevant in their application. The ACMA may also 
request additional information about a proposed installation. 

https://www.acma.gov.au/publications/2017-04/guide/submarine-cable-installation-permits-guide-applicants
https://www.acma.gov.au/submarine-cables
mailto:subcablesenquiries@acma.gov.au
https://www.acma.gov.au/apply-install-submarine-cable
mailto:subcablesenquiries@acma.gov.au
mailto:subcablesenquiries@acma.gov.au
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If an applicant becomes aware of a change of circumstances relating to the information set out in their application, they 
must notify the ACMA of the change as soon as practicable. We will manage the new information in accordance with 
clauses 54A or 67A of Schedule 3A to the Act (as relevant).   

Privacy 

The collection of personal information in this form (such as the applicant’s name and contact details) will be handled by the 
ACMA in accordance with the Australian Privacy Principles set out in Schedule 1 to the Privacy Act 1988 and all other 
obligations we must adhere to under the Privacy Act. Personal information is collected to enable the ACMA to consider an 
application for a submarine cable installation permit under Schedule 3A to the Act. We may use the personal information 
to contact an applicant should additional information be required about the application. Personal information may be 
disclosed to other parties under the application consultation process as described in this form, and to other government 
agencies and/or departments and as otherwise enabled by law.   

Further information on the Privacy Act can be found in the ACMA privacy policy. This contains details about how a person 
may access personal information that is held by the ACMA and seek the correction of such information. It also explains 
how a person may complain if they think the ACMA may have breached the Privacy Act and how we will deal with such  
a complaint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.acma.gov.au/privacy-policy
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Part A: Type of permit 

Applicants should refer to the guide for information about the type of submarine cable installation permit required. Please 
tick a box below to indicate the type of permit that relates to this application.  

☐ A protection zone permit to authorise the installation of one or more submarine cables in a protection zone. 

☐ A protection zone permit to authorise the installation of a single international submarine cable in both:  

• a protection zone 
• Australian waters that are not in a protection zone and not coastal waters of a state or the Northern Territory. 

☐ A protection zone permit to authorise the installation of two or more international submarine cables in both: 

• a protection zone  
• Australian waters that are not in a protection zone and not coastal waters of a state or the Northern Territory. 

☐ A non-protection zone permit to authorise installation of one or more international submarine cables in Australian 

waters that are not in a protection zone and that are not coastal waters of a State or the Northern Territory. 

Part B: Applicant details 

Registered business name of the applicant 

 

Trading name of the applicant (IF APPLICABLE) 

 

Company Identifier (AUSTRALIAN COMPANY NUMBER (ACN), AUSTRALIAN REGISTERED BUSINESS NUMBER (ARBN), OR ANOTHER 
IDENTIFIER IF ACN OR ABRN ARE NOT APPLICABLE) 

 

Is the applicant: 

☐ the sole owner or operator of the cable? 

☐ a joint owner or operator of the cable (provide details below)? 

☐ installing the cable on behalf of another person (provide details below including the identity of the other person)? 

☐ other (provide details below)? 

 

 

Registered office address (FOR CORRESPONDENCE) 

 

Contact person 

NAME 

POSITION 

TELEPHONE  (         ) 

MOBILE 

EMAIL 
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Part C: Required information (Please provide this information in a separate submission marked ‘Part C’) 

1. Provide the following information about the proposed route(s), in Australian waters, of the submarine cable(s) 
specified in the application: 

• geographic coordinates in route position list format 
• geospatial data (file formats compatible with Google Earth or ArcGIS preferred) 
• location of the beach manhole and cable landing station  
• branching cables or units 
• if there are any points along the proposed route at which permission to deviate from the route position list will 

be required 
• an A3 or A4 desktop or hydrographic survey of the proposed submarine cable route. 

2. Details about the ownership and control of the submarine cable(s) specified in the application. Please refer to the 
Guide for information about the meaning of ‘control’. 

3. Provide the anticipated start and finish dates for installation of the cable. 

4. Provide information about the relevant technical and economic aspects of the installation. Please refer to the guide for 
examples of relevant information about the technical and economic aspects of a submarine cable project.  

5. Describe how the installation of the proposed cable meets the objective of facilitating the supply of efficient, modern 
and cost-effective carriage services to the public. 

6. Provide a summary of the status of regulatory approvals from relevant Commonwealth bodies that are required to 
install the cable. 

7. If applicable, provide information about the co-location of the submarine cable or cables with one or more other 
submarine cables. 

8. Provide any additional information that may be relevant to the ACMA’s consideration of the application. 

Part D: Conditions applicable to the installation of submarine cables in Australian waters 

The installation of an international submarine cable in a protection zone or in Australian waters other than coastal waters 
of a state or territory, and the installation of a domestic submarine cable in a protection zone, is subject to conditions set 
out in Division 4, Part 3 of Schedule 3A to the Act.  

Applicants are requested to tick the boxes below to acknowledge that they have read and are aware of the following 
requirements: 

☐ The carrier must ensure that all reasonable steps are taken to ensure that the installation causes as little detriment and 
inconvenience, and as little damage, as practicable. 

☐ The carrier must ensure that all reasonable steps are taken to: 

(a) act in accordance with good engineering practice 
(b) protect the safety if persons and property 
(c) protect the environment. 

☐ The carrier must ensure that installation is done in accordance with any standard that: 

(a) relates to installation 
(a) is recognised by the ACMA for use in the telecommunications industry 
(b) is likely to reduce a risk to the safety of the public if the carrier complies with the standard. 

☐ The carrier must ensure that the installation is done in a manner that is consistent with Australia’s obligations under a 

listed international agreement that is relevant to the installation. 

☐ The carrier must ensure that the installation complies with any conditions that are specified in the regulations. 
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An installation permit issued by the ACMA will also be subject to conditions set out in clauses 58A (for protection zone 
installation permits) or 73A (for non-protection zone installation permits) of Schedule 3A to the Act. It is an offence for a 
carrier, or a person acting on the carrier’s behalf, to breach a condition of a permit.  

Part E: Carrier declaration 

I declare that: 

1. I have the authority to sign this application on behalf of the applicant. 
2. The applicant is a licensed carrier within the meaning of the Telecommunications Act 1997. 
3. The applicant is not disqualified within the meaning of section 58 of the Telecommunications Act 1997. 
4. The applicant has not ceased to be a constitutional corporation, an eligible partnership or a public body. 
5. The applicant acknowledges that a copy of this application and enclosures will be provided by the ACMA to the 

Secretary of the Attorney-General’s Department and the Home Affairs Secretary, in accordance with clauses 55A and 
70 of Schedule 3A to the Telecommunications Act 1997.  

6. The applicant consents to the ACMA disclosing information provided in, or as part of, this application (including a copy 
of this application) to government departments and/or agencies and other persons the ACMA considers relevant for 
the purposes of considering the application under Schedule 3A to the Telecommunications Act 1997 and to enable 
the ACMA to perform a number of its telecommunications functions.  

7. The contents of this application and any enclosures are true and correct in every detail. 
8. I am aware that under the Criminal Code Act 1995 (‘the Criminal Code’), it is an offence to knowingly make false or 

misleading statements to a Commonwealth entity in an application and give false or misleading information or 
documents to a Commonwealth entity (see sections 136.1, 137.1 and 137.2 of the Criminal Code). 

Signed for by and on behalf of the applicant: 

 

 

 

 

 
Additional information or enquiries 

Applicants can contact the ACMA by telephone on 1300 850 115 or email subcablesenquiries@acma.gov.au. 

Important notes 
The information that must be provided on or with this form is being sought for the purpose of considering an application for 
a submarine cable installation permit under Schedule 3A to the Telecommunications Act 1997 and to enable the ACMA to 
perform a number of its telecommunications functions under section 8 of the Australian Communications and Media 
Authority Act 2005, in particular those under paragraphs 8(1)(a), (c), (f) and (j). The ACMA may make the information 
provided in this application available to other Government agencies and departments in accordance with Part 7A of the 
Australian Communications and Media Authority Act 2005.  

A copy of this application will be provided by the ACMA to the Secretary of the Attorney-General’s Department, the Home 
Affairs Secretary and other persons the ACMA considers relevant in accordance with Schedule 3A to the 
Telecommunications Act 1997. 

Any application provided to the ACMA may be released under the Freedom of Information Act 1982.  

The ACMA may also be required to release applications for other reasons, including for the purpose of parliamentary 
processes or where otherwise required by law. 

SIGNATURE 

PRINT NAME 

POSITION IN COMPANY 

DATE 

mailto:subcablesenquiries@acma.gov.au

