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[bookmark: _Toc194583582]Background
Under Part 4 of Chapter 3 of the Legislation Act 2003, unless an exemption applies, most legislative instruments ‘sunset’. This means they are automatically repealed on 1 April or 1 October that first occurs 10 years after they are registered. This is an automatic process applying to the legislative instruments affected regardless of their content. 
The following legislative instrument is due to sunset:
	Name of instrument
	Sunset date

	Radiocommunications Licence Conditions (Aeronautical Licence) Determination 2015 (the Aeronautical LCD)
	1 October 2025



We have formed the preliminary view that the Aeronautical LCD is operating effectively and efficiently and continues to form a useful part of the legislative framework. 
Accordingly, the ACMA proposes to remake it in a new instrument before its sunset date without any significant changes, so that its ongoing effect is preserved and rename it: 
Radiocommunications Licence Conditions (Aeronautical Licence) Determination 2025 (the Aeronautical LCD 2025). 













[bookmark: _Toc194583583][bookmark: _Hlk26868779][bookmark: _Hlk26868934]Brief overview of the Aeronautical LCD
An aeronautical licence authorises the operation, at a particular location, of fixed stations, mobile stations, handheld devices and stations on-board aircraft that operate on an assigned aeronautical frequency. These aeronautical stations are used for purposes such as air traffic control, airport fire or maintenance services and company communications.
The Aeronautical LCD contains conditions that apply to all aeronautical licences. These conditions include the type of communications permitted, with whom the operator is permitted to communicate, call sign usage and operator qualifications. Adhering to the conditions imposed by the Aeronautical LCD helps maintain the safety and integrity of Australia’s aviation communication systems.
The Aeronautical LCD was made under the now repealed paragraph 107(1)(f) of the Radiocommunications Act 1992 (the Act). Following the commencement of the Radiocommunications Legislation Amendment (Reform and Modernisation) Act 2020, the relevant provision is now subsection 110A(2). Under that provision, the ACMA can determine conditions for a specified class of apparatus licence.
 
[bookmark: _Toc194583584]Proposed changes to the Aeronautical LCD
We propose to remake the Aeronautical LCD with only minor changes to maintain licence conditions on aeronautical licences that help ensure the safety and integrity of Australia’s aviation communication systems. The minor changes enhance clarity for aeronautical licensees and align the conditions with other instruments, including other licence condition determinations (LCDs), and the Act. 
A draft of the Aeronautical LCD 2025 is available alongside this paper. Minor changes are outlined below. 
[bookmark: _Toc194583585]Revised, removed or new definitions 
Historically, the operator of a network of aeronautical stations needed to hold an aeronautical licence for each station in the network. 
The Radiocommunications Licence Conditions (Aeronautical Licence) Amendment Determination 2006 (No.1) (the amendment instrument), had the effect of allowing all related aeronautical stations in a network to be operated under one licence – an aeronautical licence (aeronautical assigned system station).
Although the amendment instrument was in force before the Aeronautical LCD commenced, the Aeronautical LCD maintained a distinction between the aeronautical licence (aeronautical assigned system station) and other aeronautical licences, as some other aeronautical licences continued after the amendment instrument began. However, all the other aeronautical licences are no longer in force.
Consequently, we are proposing to:
revise the definition of ‘aeronautical assigned system station’
revise the definition of ‘aeronautical licence (aeronautical assigned system station)’
include a note to clarify that the only aeronautical licences are aeronautical licences (aeronautical assigned system station). 
We also propose to revise the definition of ‘UNICOM’ to have the meaning in the Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) issued by Airservices Australia, as well as include 2 notes to explain that additional definitions can be found in the Act and the Radiocommunications (Interpretation) Determination 2025. 
We propose to remove the definition for ‘aeronautical assigned system’ since the term is not used in the Aeronautical LCD 2025.
We also propose to remove the definition for the ‘Act’, as this is defined in the Radiocommunications (Interpretation) Determination 2025.
We propose to include definitions for:
AIP
Certified Air/Ground Radio Service.
[bookmark: _Toc194583586]Updating condition about qualifications
As a result of discussions with the Civil Aviation Safety Authority, we propose to amend the condition in section 7A to include additional requirements regarding compliance with the Civil Aviation Regulations 1998, Civil Aviation Safety Regulations 1998, Civil Aviation Safety Act 1998, and any associated Manual of Standards. 
[bookmark: _Toc194583587]Removing condition about compliance with standards
Section 5 imposes a condition requiring aeronautical stations to comply with the standards (made under repealed section 162 of the Act) that applied to the station on the day on which the station was manufactured, imported, or modified in a material way.
Following the making of the Radiocommunications Legislation Amendment (Reform and Modernisation) Act 2020, the ACMA no longer makes standards under section 162 of the Act. Instead, Schedules 4 and 5 to the Radiocommunications Equipment (General) Rules 2021 (the Equipment Rules) sets out the requirements to be met by radiocommunications devices. Section 160 of the Act makes it an offence, and subject to a civil penalty, to contravene the Equipment Rules. Additionally, paragraph 107(1)(d) of the Act imposes a condition on every apparatus licence that any radiocommunications device operated under the licence must comply with all the standards applicable to it under the equipment rules. We therefore propose to remove the conditions about standards in the Aeronautical LCD to avoid duplication of compliance requirements.
[bookmark: _Toc194583588]Updating condition about station identification
Section 8 of the Aeronautical LCD imposes a condition requiring the licensee operating an aeronautical station to use the call sign for the station, or another form of identification that clearly identifies the station.
We propose to include further specifications about when a call sign or form of identification must be transmitted and define ‘call sign’ to be that included in the aeronautical licence or one approved by Airservices Australia under the AIP. 
[bookmark: _Toc92265098][bookmark: _Toc194583589][bookmark: _Toc348105641]Invitation to comment
[bookmark: _Toc433122131][bookmark: _Toc348105637][bookmark: _Toc300909556][bookmark: _Toc298924673][bookmark: _Toc92265099][bookmark: _Toc194583590][bookmark: _Toc348105638][bookmark: _Toc300909557][bookmark: _Toc298924674][bookmark: _Toc274296357]Making a submission
We welcome your feedback on the draft Aeronautical LCD 2025 and any other issues raised in this paper. 
Online submissions can be made by uploading a document. Submissions in PDF, Microsoft Word or Rich Text Format are preferred.
Submissions by post can be sent to: 
The Manager
Spectrum Licensing Policy Section
Australian Communications and Media Authority
PO Box 13112
Law Courts
Melbourne VIC 8010
The closing date for submissions is 5 pm (AEST), Friday 23 May 2025.
Consultation enquiries can be emailed to SLPSConsultations@acma.gov.au. 
[bookmark: _Toc348105639][bookmark: _Toc300909558][bookmark: _Toc194583591][bookmark: _Hlk59627494]Publication of submissions
[bookmark: _Toc348105640][bookmark: _Toc300909559][bookmark: _Toc265246234]We publish submissions on our website, including personal information (such as names and contact details), except for information that you have claimed (and we have accepted) is confidential. 
Confidential information will not be published or otherwise released unless required or authorised by law.
[bookmark: _Toc194583592]Privacy
View information about our policy on the publication of submissions, including collection of personal information during consultation and how we handle that information.
Information on the Privacy Act 1988, how to access or correct personal information, how to make a privacy complaint and how we will deal with any complaints, is available in our privacy policy. 
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