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 The decrease in the Department’s costs by 0.5% was due mainly to the impact of the 
foreign exchange rate on the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) contribution, 
which was partially offset by the Minister for Communications’ grant allocation, which was 
subject to a 2.3% increase in indexation from the previous year. 

 The ACMA recently consulted on the 2022–23 ACLC through a Cost Recovery 
Implementation Statement (ACLC CRIS) for a 4-week period from 18 September to 
16 October 2023. The consultation outcome was unavailable at the time of preparing this 
brief. 

 Following consultation, the final ACLC CRIS will be certified by the ACMA Chair, as the 
accountable authority and then sent to the Minister for Communications, the Hon Michelle 
Rowland MP (the Minister) for approval. The final legislative instruments are expected to 
be made by the ACMA Authority in November/December 2023. 

 The ACMA will raise the relevant invoices soon after the legislative instruments are 
registered with the Federal Register of Legislative Instruments, expected to be in 
December 2023/early January 2024. 

BACKGROUND 

TIL 

 The TIL was first established under the Telecommunications (Industry Levy) Act 2012 (the 
Levy Act) and imposes a charge on telecommunications carrier licence holders (carriers), 
that is then used to partially fund the Universal Services Obligation. 

 The ACMA assesses and collects the TIL imposed on carriers under the 
Telecommunications (Consumer Protection and Service Standards) Act 1997 
(the TCPSS Act). 

 As per the Telecommunications (Participating Persons) Determination 2015, made by the 
former Minister for Communications, Malcolm Turnbull, carriers who held a licence at any 
time during an eligible revenue period, as defined under section 5 of the TCPSS Act, 
earning in excess of $25 million of eligible revenue are considered to be participating 
persons and eligible to pay the TIL. 

 The TIL proceeds are managed by the Department, to pay contractors and grant 
recipients, through the Public Interest Telecommunications Services Special Account 
(set out under section 37 of the TCPSS Act). 

Axicom Inbuilding Solutions (previously Axicom Land Pty Ltd) judicial review in 
relation to the 2021–22 TIL assessment. 

 For the 2021–22 TIL assessment, Axicom submitted an eligible statutory declaration 
(ESD) on 29 October 2021, noting its eligible revenue was below $25 million and 
therefore was exempt from paying the TIL. 

 The ACMA, having reviewed the Axicom’s publicly available financial statements, was not 
satisfied that its eligible revenue for the relevant period was below $25 million. Additional 
information was sought from Axicom on 3 May 2022 to support its ESD.  








