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[bookmark: _Toc74820475][bookmark: _Toc132195375][bookmark: _Toc26869187]Executive summary
The Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA) is proposing to remake the Radiocommunications (Labelling) Determination 2013.
We are empowered by section 300 of the Radiocommunications Act 1992 to make determinations about labelling requirements for radiocommunications transmitters. The Radiocommunications (Labelling) Determination 2013 requires high-power radiocommunications transmitters operating under transmitter licences at communal sites to be labelled, excluding those operating under Public Telecommunications Service (PTS) licences, or those that are broadcasting stations. 
Operators of these transmitters are required to apply labels to transmitters that set out the frequency assignment number of the transmitter, which is the number given by the ACMA when the transmitter is registered in the Register of Radiocommunications Licences, along with the statement ‘do not remove’. The text on the label must also be of a contrasting colour to the background of the label. These labels assist us to conduct compliance audits and investigate radiocommunications interference, and are important for safety purposes.
[bookmark: _Hlk132200798]We are consulting on a proposal to remake the Radiocommunications (Labelling) Determination 2013, which is due to sunset on 1 October 2023.
We welcome submissions on the draft determination by 1 June 2023.
[bookmark: _Toc132195376]Background 
Under Part 4, Chapter 3 of the Legislation Act 2003, most legislative instruments ‘sunset’ (that is, they are automatically repealed) on 1 April or 1 October that first occurs 10 years after they are registered. This is an automatic process applying to most legislative instruments, regardless of their content.
Among the legislative instruments made by the ACMA that are due to sunset in the near future is the following:
	Name of instrument
	Sunset date

	Radiocommunications (Labelling) Determination 2013
	1 October 2023



The ACMA has formed the preliminary view that this instrument is operating effectively and efficiently. As such, it continues to form a necessary and useful part of the legislative framework. We propose to remake it in a new instrument prior to the sunset date without any significant changes, so that its ongoing effect is preserved.
The ACMA proposes to remake the instrument with only such minor, necessary changes as are referred to below, and to retitle it:
Radiocommunications (Labelling) Determination 2023.

[bookmark: _Toc132195377][bookmark: _Toc381177298][bookmark: _Toc26869188]Summary of the Radiocommunications (Labelling) Determination 2013 
[bookmark: _Toc381177300][bookmark: _Toc26869190]The Radiocommunications (Labelling) Determination 2013 has been made under subsection 300(1) of the Radiocommunications Act 1992. 
This determination imposes requirements for labelling high-power radiocommunications transmitters operating under transmitter licenses at communal sites, excluding PTS licensed transmitters and transmitters that are broadcasting stations. 
Under the determination, operators are required to apply labels to transmitters that set out the frequency assignment number of the transmitter and the statement, ‘do not remove’. The text on the label must also be of a contrasting colour to the background of the label. An operator’s non-compliance with these requirements can attract a civil penalty under subsection 300(4) of the Radiocommunications Act 1992. 
These labels assist us in our compliance and investigation functions under the Act. Labels can be used to determine the owner of the transmitter and its permitted operating frequency. They may be used to quickly work out whether the transmitter is being operated under an apparatus licence. This is particularly useful at communal sites where several transmitters may be in proximity to each other. 
These labels also indicate that the transmitters are licensed and required to operate under relevant technical frameworks and licence conditions.
The low cost of labelling and substantial civil penalty that comes with non-compliance deters operators of transmitters from not labelling transmitters prior to installation. Labelling requirements also benefit industry as they allow for easy identification of transmitters at sites where multiple transmitters are located and assist industry to address issues that arise. For these reasons, the ACMA proposes to remake the determination with minor changes.

[bookmark: _Toc132195378][bookmark: _Toc381177301][bookmark: _Toc26869191]Proposed changes to the legislative instrument 
[bookmark: _Toc129175396][bookmark: _Toc129176983][bookmark: _Toc132195379]Radiocommunications (Labelling) Determination 2023
making stylistic, typographical or grammatical amendments
inserting a new section about the interpretation of references to other instruments
inserting notes and examples to provisions where relevant
inserting subheadings.
The draft Radiocommunications (Labelling) Determination 2023, with proposed changes highlighted, is available alongside this paper on the ACMA website.

 
[bookmark: _Toc132195380]Issues for comment
This consultation does not pose specific questions. However, we welcome your feedback on any issues raised in this consultation, or any other issues relevant to the remaking of the determination.

[bookmark: _Toc132195381]Invitation to comment
[bookmark: _Toc433122131][bookmark: _Toc348105637][bookmark: _Toc300909556][bookmark: _Toc298924673][bookmark: _Toc132195382][bookmark: _Toc348105638][bookmark: _Toc300909557][bookmark: _Toc298924674][bookmark: _Toc274296357]Making a submission
We seek your comments regarding our proposal to remake the legislative instrument without any significant changes, on the basis that it is operating effectively and efficiently. 
Online submissions can be made by uploading a document. Submissions in PDF, Microsoft Word or Rich Text Format are preferred.
Submissions by post can be sent to: 
The Manager
Monitoring and Compliance, Communications Infrastructure Division
Australian Communications and Media Authority
PO Box Q500
Queen Victoria Building NSW 1230
The closing date for submissions is COB, 1 June 2023. 
Consultation enquiries can be emailed to Compliance.Operations@acma.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Toc348105639][bookmark: _Toc300909558]Publication of submissions
[bookmark: _Toc348105640][bookmark: _Toc300909559][bookmark: _Toc265246234]The ACMA publishes submissions on our website, including personal information (such as names and contact details), except for information that you have claimed (and we have accepted) is confidential. 
Confidential information will not be published or otherwise released unless required or authorised by law.
Privacy
View information about our policy on the publication of submissions, including collection of personal information during consultation and how we handle that information.
Information on the Privacy Act 1988, how to access or correct personal information, how to make a privacy complaint and how we will deal with the complaint, is available in our privacy policy. 
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