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[bookmark: _Toc405198191]Purpose
To provide guidance on the assignment of harmonised government spectrum (HGS) in the 400 MHz band. This guideline applies to all services that operate in harmonised government spectrum. 

[bookmark: _Toc405198192]Background
The review of the 400 MHz band, completed in 2010, was designed to: 
address congestion in the band, in particular, in high density areas (HDAs) and medium density areas (MDAs)
increase allocative efficiency for spectrum
provide harmonised government spectrum for government users, primarily to support national security, law enforcement and emergency services
encourage utilisation of modern, efficient radiocommunication systems and equipment.
The Way Ahead—Timeframes and implementation plans for the 400 MHz band discussion paper[footnoteRef:1], released in December 2010, outlines final decisions for transitioning in the band as well as an updated band plan (RALI MS22). Milestones run from 31/12/2012 to 31/12/2018. [1:  www.acma.gov.au/webwr/_assets/main/lib311921/the_way_ahead-400_mhz_band_plan.doc] 


[bookmark: _Toc405198193]Government spectrum
The 400 MHz plan (MS22) designates the segments A-I, C-K, L, F-N, O and T-Y for use by government entities. These segments are referred to as harmonised government spectrum (HGS). Guidance on determining the status of a licensee is provided in the document Establishing the status of a licensee in the context of the 400 MHz band, government or non-government[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  www.acma.gov.au/Industry/Spectrum/Spectrum-projects/400-MHz-band/latest-developments-1] 


In HGS, for assigning purposes, the channelling arrangements for segments A-I, C-K, L, F-N and T-Y will conform to the 400 MHz plan (RALI MS 22). The relevant NCCGR representative should be consulted on channelling arrangements for segment O.

The ACMA and the NCCGR consult about the use of HGS by users via the Commonwealth, State and Territory representative arrangements established by the NCCGR.[footnoteRef:3] Licensees classified as government are required to consult with the National Coordinating Committee for Government Radiocommunications (NCCGR) representative for guidance on 400 MHz spectrum access. The NCCGR representative coordinates and endorses the use of HGS within its jurisdiction. A list of NCCGR contacts is available on the NCCGR website[footnoteRef:4]. [3:  As outlined in the Australian Radiofrequency Spectrum Plan 2013 (ARSP), Footnote AUS98.]  [4:  http://nccgr.govspace.gov.au/contact-list/] 


[bookmark: _Toc405198194] Classification system
The government entities that use HGS are classified by their nature and function. The nature and function of government users is defined by the NCCGR. 



The system of classification is summarised in the following table:

	Classification system[footnoteRef:5] [5:  The tier of a system is determined by the NCCGR. For further clarification please contact the relevant NCCGR representative.] 


	Government users
	Nature
	Function

	Tier 1
	Government or non-government
	‘Red and blue’ lights, e.g., government public safety agencies

	Tier 2
	Government
	Direct support, e.g., government entity, utilities, water

	Tier 3
	Government
	Other non-emergency government services, e.g., health services



Non-government entities that perform Tier 1 functions, for example outsourced ambulance services, are classified as Tier 1 and should be allocated HGS in accordance with the process for assigning HGS. 

Non-government entities that perform Tier 2 or Tier 3 functions, for example privatised water utilities and health services, are not classified as Tier 2 or Tier 3. These entities may however be allocated HGS in accordance with the process for assigning HGS. 

Local government entities are not classified as government users. The use of HGS is limited to Australian, state and territory government purposes.[footnoteRef:6] These entities may, however, be allocated HGS in accordance with the process for assigning HGS.  [6:  As outlined in the Australian Radiofrequency Spectrum Plan 2013 (ARSP), Footnote 98.] 


[bookmark: _Toc405198195]Point-to-multipoint government services
Segments R/V and the top 1.5 MHz of segments NN/SS[footnoteRef:7] of the 400 MHz Plan are available for use by all point-to-multipoint services, whether government or non-government. Government point-to-multipoint services may also be allocated HGS in accordance with the process for assigning HGS. [7:  Channels 201 to 320, as described in note 9 of the 400 MHz Plan.] 


[bookmark: _Toc405198196]Assigning HGS
Before a licence application is submitted to the ACMA, the relevant NCCGR representative is to be consulted in writing by the applicant or the applicant’s agent. The NCCGR representative will subsequently advise the applicant or applicant’s agent in writing, within two weeks, of the following:
1. The classification of the user as Tier 1, Tier 2, Tier 3 or otherwise.
2. Whether or not the proposed service is to be accommodated in HGS.
3. If it is to be accommodated, the recommended HGS segment(s) to be assigned.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  The NCCGR has developed a plan to coordinate the type of use for different parts of the HGS.] 

4. If the proposed service is not to be accommodated, the reason why HGS can’t be assigned.
If the relevant HGS segment has insufficient spectrum, the representative must advise why the service can’t be accommodated in other HGS segments before an assignment in non-HGS can be considered. Where a service requires a short term allocation in preparation for moving into the appropriate HGS segment, consideration should first be given to finding an allocation in HGS.

The NCCGR advice should accompany the relevant licence application. The ACMA will have regard to the advice from NCCGR when making a decision on the issuing of a licence.

The services for which HGS is used will conform to the policies, assignment rules, guidelines and procedures in relevant ACMA publications, which include: 
400 MHz Plan 
Point to multipoint fixed services in the 400 MHz and 900 MHz bands, RALI FX16
Frequency assignment requirements for the land mobile service, RALI LM8
Narrowband Assignments in the vicinity of 400 MHz Wideband Fixed Services, RALI FX01.




The NCCGR spectrum arrangements are summarised in Appendix A. More information on the NCCGR spectrum arrangements can be found on the NCCGR website publication page.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  https://nccgr.govspace.gov.au/publications/] 
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[bookmark: _Toc402785707][bookmark: _Toc405198197]Appendix A—NCCGR spectrum arrangements
The NCCGR arrangements for the typical types of service to be assigned to a segment/government band in HGS are summarised below.

	Assignment policy

	Segment identifier MS 22
	Government band number
	Typical types of service

	A/I
	1
	Land mobile radio systems

	C/K
	2
	Land mobile radio systems

	L
	3
	Law enforcement and public safety tactical communications 

	F/N
	4
	Harmonised state networks

	O
	5
	Harmonised state networks

	T/Y
	6
	Harmonised state networks and law enforcement and public safety tactical communications



