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Accredited persons must read the Disclaimer in conjunction with the procedures set out below.


Purpose
This business operating procedure (BOP) provides guidance on selecting the correct option in the ‘coverage’ data field of a spectrum access.


Background
The coverage data field was introduced to provide an indication of the coverage a service is expected to provide.  More recently, the field has been used, in conjunction with the device power/EIRP data fields, to allow the ACMA licensing system to determine whether the service is entitled to the ‘low power service’ fee discount.

Under the Radiocommunications (Transmitter Licence Tax) Determination 2003 (No. 2) certain licence types are entitled to a reduction in the transmitter licence tax[footnoteRef:1] providing: [1:  Refer to the Dictionary section of the Radiocommunications (Transmitter Licence Tax) Determination 2003 (No. 2).] 

· each device authorised under the licence has a radiated power level not exceeding 8.3 Watts EIRP; and the
· service authorised under the licence is designed or intended for communications within an area the radius of which is not more than 2 km from the centre of operations.


Frequency assignment
There are four options currently available in the coverage field of a spectrum access:
· Sub-local;
· Local;
· Regional; and
· Australia wide

To ensure correct application of the low power discount, the ‘sub-local’ option should be selected if the service is designed or intended for communications within a radius of 2 km.  If the service area exceeds 2 km, one of the other options should be selected, consistent with the intended coverage.  For example, ‘Regional’ in case of a HF land mobile licence providing coverage over a large area (but not the whole of Australia) or ‘Australia wide’ for a space service providing coverage to the whole of Australia.

For those licence types authorising the operation of:
· an ambulatory station, ambulatory system or land mobile system in the VHF/UHF bands; or
· point-to-multipoint (land mobile spectrum) or point-to-multipoint service in the VHF/UHF bands,
the coverage is deemed to be either ‘local’ or ‘sub-local’ depending on the EIRP of the device(s).  In particular, if the device EIRP exceeds 8.3 Watts, the ‘local’ option must be selected.  Alternatively if the EIRP is 8.3 Watts or less, the ‘sub-local’ option must be selected.  This interpretation of the coverage is consistent with the service models on which planning of these services is based[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Refer to Radiocommunications Assignment and Licensing Instruction (RALI) LM08 and FX16.] 



Further information
Please contact the Radiocommunications Licensing and Telecommunications Deployment Section.
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