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Request to vary a licence area plan—radio 
About this form
· This form should be used when requesting a variation to a licence area plan (LAP) for analog radio services.
· This form is to be used by existing and prospective national, commercial, community and high power open narrowcasting (HPON) broadcasters requesting a variation to a radio LAP.
· Please read the separate guidance notes before completing this form. Where the meaning of a question is unclear, please refer to the guidance notes, in the first instance.

· Please also refer to the ACMA policy on assessing and prioritising requests to vary radio licence area plans (LAPs) before completing this form.
· Please print clearly and provide all the information sought in this form relevant to your request to prevent processing delays.

· Requests from the national, commercial, and HPON radio broadcasting sectors for LAP variations that involve a new service, new transmitter or variation to a transmitter’s technical specifications should provide a supporting technical submission as part of their request. The issues to be addressed in this submission are set out in Schedule 2 to this form. Those from the community radio broadcasting sector requesting these types of variations are encouraged to complete as much of Schedule 2 as their resources allow.

· This request form and guidance notes, as well as the ACMA policy on assessing and prioritising requests are available from the ACMA website.
· Each form should only relate to a single radio service or transmitter. If you are requesting variations related to more than one service or transmitter (such as when a variation to another service is required to enable the present request), complete a separate form for each service or transmitter.

Please note
· The information provided on or with this form is being sought for the purpose of considering requests to vary a radio LAP.
· The ACMA is required by law to make all advices and assumptions in relation to proposed LAP variations available for public inspection. The ACMA may publish material included as part of this application when seeking comment on a proposed LAP variation or in explaining a decision in relation to a proposed LAP variation. 
· Requesters should ensure that they have the appropriate rights to use any material such as coverage maps included with this application.

· The ACMA may make information available to other Government agencies and departments in accordance with Part 7A of the ACMA Act or as otherwise required or permitted by law.
· The ACMA will not disclose the personal information provided in this form unless required or authorised to do so by law.

Disclaimer

· The provision of a supporting technical submission with this request which demonstrates the feasibility of the proposed variation does not guarantee that the requested LAP variation will be undertaken by the ACMA.
· There is no statutory provision for a person to apply to the ACMA for variation of a radio LAP under the Broadcasting Services Act 1992 (the BSA). However, the ACMA will consider a request to vary a LAP at the ACMA’s absolute discretion.

· In assessing LAP variation requests, the ACMA will take into account the objects of the BSA, including the economic and efficient use of the radiofrequency spectrum, and have regard to a range of planning criteria specified under section 23 of that Act.

Submitting this form
Please submit to the ACMA an electronic copy of this form and all supporting documentation to:
Email:

laprequests@acma.gov.au
Post:

Broadcasting Carriage Policy Section
Australian Communications and Media Authority
PO Box 78
Belconnen ACT 2616

Further information
For more information, please telephone 1300 850 115 or
email: laprequests@acma.gov.au
ACMA USE ONLY
File number

	


Client number

	


Correspondence number

	


Broadcasting service licence number

	


Transmitter licence number

	


Transaction number

	


Section 1:  Requester’s details
Requester type

	Tick one :    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Individual
                      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Company                    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Incorporated association


Requester status

	Tick one :    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Existing broadcaster
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Prospective broadcaster 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other  


Requester name (if a licensee, provide the licensee name) 
	


ACN or ABN (if applicable)

	


Trading name (if applicable)
	


Contact person


	Surname
	Given names 
	Title 


Position in organisation (if applicable)

	


Postal address 

	

	State
	
	Postcode
	


Residential or business address (if the same as postal address, please print ‘as above’)
	

	State
	
	Postcode
	


Telephone numbers 

	Telephone
	  (        ) 
	Mobile 
	

	Facsimile
	  (        ) 


Email

	


Section 2:  Licence details
Provide the name of the licence area plan (LAP) that you wish to vary.

Name of radio LAP

	


Please indicate the category of service or, if request relates to a new service, the category of the proposed service.

Service category (Please tick one) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  National (Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC), Special Broadcasting Service (SBS) or Parliamentary Service)


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Commercial 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Community


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 HPON
Existing broadcasting service licence number and callsign (if applicable)
	BSL   
	Callsign


Existing LAP technical specification number and attachment number (if applicable)
	TS   
	Attachment No. 


Section 3:  Radio LAP variation details
a) What type of radio LAP variation are you requesting? 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Addition of a new service

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Addition of a new transmitter for an existing service


 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Variation of technical specifications (including site location) for existing transmitter

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Variation of licence area boundary
b) Why are you requesting a radio LAP variation? Include evidence of the issues to be addressed by the proposed variation.
Describe the current environment in which the service is broadcast, including audience reach and coverage, and the issues that the proposed variation would address. Explain the effect that these issues are having on the service and the audience in the licence area. 

Alternatively, if you are requesting a new service, explain why this service should be added to the licence area, identifying the benefits of the service and its likely audience.

If you are seeking to vary the licence area of an existing community radio service, or proposing that a new community radio service be added to a licence area, you will need to also address the matters contained within Chapter 4(2) Community Broadcasting of the General Approach to Analog Planning.

Discuss the results of any research, testing, surveys or analysis you have undertaken that evidences the issues to be addressed by the proposed variation. Please attach relevant documents to this request form.
	


c) How will the LAP variation that you are requesting address the issues discussed in item (b)? 
Describe how the variation that is being requested will address the issues that you have identified in item (b).
	


d) Is it possible that the requested variation will affect other broadcasters or audiences within and/or outside the licence area? 
List all existing radio broadcast services within and adjacent to the existing or proposed licence area, highlighting those services potentially affected. Identify and discuss any likely consequences of the variation you are requesting, including interference to or from other broadcasting services both within and outside the licence area, and signal overspill into other licence areas. Identify those services that you have consulted with about the proposed variation and describe their response.
	


Sections 4, 5, 6 & 7: Instructions
The following four sections relate to different types of radio LAP variation requests. Complete only those sections that are relevant to the type of variation that you are requesting. Also note that Schedules 1 and 2 are required for requests involving an additional radio service, an additional transmitter, or variations to transmitter technical specifications.

	Type of variation
	Sections to be completed
	Schedules to be completed

	Addition of a new service
	Sections 4, 5, 6 and 7
	Schedules 1 and 2

	Addition of a new transmitter for an existing service
	Sections 4, 5, 6 and 7
	Schedules 1 and 2

	Variation of technical specifications (including site location) for existing transmitter
	Sections 5, 6 and 7
	Schedules 1 and 2

	Variation of licence area boundary
	Section 4
	Nil


Section 4:  Licence area/defined coverage area 
This section does not need to be completed for requests related to national services.

a) Existing licence area (community or commercial services)
If your request is to vary a licence area boundary, or for a new service or a new transmitter in an existing licence area, provide the name of the existing licence area as detailed in the applicable LAP.
	(Name of the existing licence area)


b) New licence area or varied licence area (commercial or community services)

If your request is for a new licence area, or to vary a licence area boundary, provide a list of all urban centres and/or rural localities to be included. Please attach a map showing the new licence area requested (include as an attachment if there is insufficient space on the form). The ACMA may develop a licence area definition in terms of Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) collection districts based upon this information.
	(List all urban centres and/or rural localities to be included)


Note: The ACMA assumes that the licence areas of existing commercial and community radio broadcasting services using the broadcasting services bands represent accepted media markets, and the ACMA will not vary them without good reason, other than to update them where boundaries are based on outdated Census descriptions. The ACMA further assumes that additional broadcasting services within those markets, using the broadcasting services bands, should have the same licence area as existing services unless there are good reasons to the contrary.
If you are seeking to vary the licence area of an existing community radio service, or proposing a new community radio service be added to a licence area, you will also need to address the matters contained within Chapter 4(2) Community Broadcasting of the General Approach to Analog Planning. 
c) Proposed new defined coverage area (for new HPON services) 

or

Protected field strength 
AM radio (SPECIFY DESIRED NIGHT-TIME USABLE FIELD STRENGTH) :

mV/m
FM radio (PLEASE TICK ONE) :           ( 54 dBuV/m           ( 66 dBuV/m             ( 74 dBuV/m

Note: The ACMA does not generally vary the defined coverage area of HPONs.
Section 5:  Transmitter site
This section is to be completed for a new transmitter site and variations to an existing transmitter site that will require a LAP variation. Separate procedures apply in cases where a variation to a transmitter site will still comply with the technical specifications in the relevant LAP, the Broadcasting Services (Technical Planning) Guidelines 2007 (TPGs), and any applicable licence conditions. ACMA Form B12 is used for these requests. See Part 2 of the TPGs.
Provide the following information in relation to the proposed new transmitter site or variation to an existing transmitter site.

You are advised to check the accuracy of the proposed site details with a registered surveyor.
Note: When responding to the following questions, distance measurements should be accurate within 10 metres and height measurements within 2 metres. The term ‘transmitter site’ refers to the location of the antenna mast.

a) Location of transmitter site

	Name

	Street

	Locality / Suburb / Town
	State
	Postcode


b) Site manager or site contact

Position (PLEASE TICK ONE)       ( Site manager        ( Contact person
	Name
	

	Telephone
	  (               )

	Email
	


c) Site height of transmitter site

	              metres  Australian Height Datum (AHD)


Note: The required height is that of the terrain, not that of any structure upon which the antenna is mounted.
Refer to the guidance notes for further information.

d) RADCOM site number 
	


Note: If you have not provided a RADCOM site number, you must include a map or sketch of the transmitter site (refer to Schedule 1) and complete either item (i) or (ii) following.

(i) Map grid coordinates 
Coordinate system used (REFER TO MAP OR GPS)
( AMG66        ( MGA94        ( WGS84        ( Other: ..................
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


  Zone                     Easting                                   Northing
Note:  Round Easting and Northing to nearest metre.
Or

(ii) Geographic coordinates 
Datum used (REFER TO MAP OR GPS)

( AGD66        ( GDA94        ( WGS84        ( Other: ..................
	Latitude
South
	Longitude
East


Note:  Prefer degrees, minutes, seconds format, round to two decimal places of seconds.

iii)
Provenance of coordinates in Item (i) or (ii) (PLEASE TICK ONE)

( Licensed surveyor           ( Map                  ( GPS               ( Google Earth            ( Other: ................................
e) Nearby transmitters within about 100 metres
Please tick the box that corresponds to the transmitter that is closest to the proposed transmitter and provide the following details for that transmitter.
( Same tower             ( Same site            ( Nearest site, distant      ................... metres

	Broadcast identifier / callsign of nearby radio & TV transmitter(s)
	


	Identifier / callsign of nearby
radiocommunications transmitter(s)
	


Section 6:  Transmission characteristics
If you are requesting a new transmitter, provide all the details requested below.

If you are requesting to vary the characteristics of an existing transmitter, only provide information related to the variation(s) you are requesting.

a) Transmission mode
( AM radio


or



( FM radio

b) Sound mode
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Monophonic                 or                         FORMCHECKBOX 
  Stereophonic

Note that the ACMA plans AM radio services on the basis of monophonic reception and FM radio services on the basis of stereophonic reception.

c) Frequency

	                                                 kHz / MHz


d) Maximum effective radiated power (FM radio) or transmitter power (AM radio)
	                                                           watts


e) Height of antenna (FM radio) or height of mast (AM radio)

	                                                          metres (above ground level (AGL) - AM and FM radio)

	                                                                  (electrical degrees - AM radio)


(AM radio requesters seeking a directional antenna should specify the height of the tallest mast.)
f) Antenna polarisation 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Vertical

or
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Mixed

g) Antenna radiation pattern

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Omnidirectional
or

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Directional (please provide further details below): 
FM radio directional antenna characteristics 

	Azimuths
(deg. true)
	Max. ERP
(watts)
	Azimuths
(deg. true)
	Max. ERP
(watts)
	Azimuths
(deg. true)
	Max. ERP
(watts)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Note: Attach complete manufacturer's or designer's data, if available


	Beam tilt
(if applicable)
	degrees
below
horizontal

	Null fill
(if applicable)
	%


AM radio directional antenna characteristics

	Mast
number
	Mast
height
	Orientation
(deg. true)
	Mast
spacing
(elec. deg.)
	Loop
current
phase
(elec. deg.)
	Loop current ratio
(scalar)

	
	(metres)
	(elec. deg.)
	
	
	
	

	1
	
	
	0
	0
	0
	1

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	
	


Note: Attach complete manufacturer's or designer's data, if available
Note: If the proposed directional antenna cannot be fully described using the ACMA standard AM radio directional antenna format above, then provide further information in Schedule 2.



	Electrical
loading
	Capacitive top

Inductive top

Capacitive mid

Inductive mid 

STRIKEOUT IF NOT

 APPLICABLE

	Minima
 cmf(s)
	volts cmf

	Minima
direction(s)
	deg. true


Section 7:  Programming source
Please provide details of the programming source for the service relevant to the variation requested in this form.

Note: The ACMA cannot guarantee protection from interference to off-air inputs.

Programming source  (PLEASE TICK ONE)
( Landline           ( Satellite          ( Off-air         ( Internet         ( STL         ( FM radio SCA 

Source of off-air programming (if applicable)

	Callsign
	

	Input frequency
	kHz / MHz

	Transmitter site RADCOM site number
	

	Technical specification number
	


Section 8:  Requester’s declaration
I declare and acknowledge the following:

1. The information in this request and in any accompanying documents is to the best of my knowledge, true and correct.
2. Any attachment required by this request form constitutes part of this request form.
3. I am aware that under section 137.1 of the Criminal Code it is a serious offence to knowingly give false or misleading information to a Commonwealth entity.
Request made by a company or an incorporated association

A request made by a company must be executed in accordance with section 127 of the Corporations Act 2001.
Company director

	SIGNATURE
	DATE

	PRINT NAME AND TITLE


Company secretary or director
	SIGNATURE
	DATE

	PRINT NAME AND TITLE


Request made by an individual
	SIGNATURE
	DATE

	PRINT NAME AND TITLE


Schedule 1:  Map or sketch of transmitter site location
Notes: For either a new site or a site where the RADCOM site ID number has not been provided, it is essential that a map or sketch is provided below, or as an attachment. The location of the antenna at the transmitter site should be clearly and precisely marked with an ‘X’, as in the example to the right, sufficient to establish that location with accuracy of 10 metres or less. It is your responsibility to provide accurate information.

High resolution satellite images, available from Internet websites such as Google Map, Google Earth and many of the state mapping authorities, are an excellent source of base maps for such sketches (refer to guidance notes).
Schedule 2:  Supporting technical submission
Requesters from the national, commercial and HPON radio broadcasting sectors should provide this schedule as set out below. Requesters from the community sector are encouraged to complete as much of Schedule 2 as their resources allow.

Please include one electronic copy of this supporting technical submission with your request.

What issues should be addressed in the supporting technical submission? 
The main body of this form seeks an explanation of the benefits and impact of the requested variation (section 3), and the key technical data (sections 4, 5, 6 & 7). This schedule seeks details of the calculations, measurements and investigations that support the reasons for the requested variation, and which were used to develop the key technical data provided in this form. 
Although the issues associated with each proposal will be different, the submitted material should be structured according to the category headings listed below ((a) through to (i)). 
Requests involving a new service or a new transmitter should address all the issues (a) – (i) listed below. 
Requests involving a variation to an existing transmitter's technical specifications, should address those issues (a) – (i) relevant to the proposed variation.
a) transmitter site
b) frequency
c) transmission characteristics
d) coverage area
e) co-channel and adjacent channels interference from other am & fm radio services
f) co-channel and adjacent channels interference to other am & fm radio services
g) other interference to & from am & fm radio and television services
h) electromagnetic compatibility with radiocommunications services
i) any other relevant matter.

Further information is provided in the guidance notes to this form. If you require more detail on the ACMA’s preferred approach to addressing these issues, please contact the ACMA.

Who should prepare the supporting technical submission?
The requester should use their best endeavours to ensure that only persons who:

a) are properly qualified for the tasks they are to perform
b) will act in a fit and proper manner
c) have a high level of professionalism in the performance of the services
 are engaged to complete this technical submission. 

Useful documents to be considered in preparing the supporting technical submission
The following ACMA documents should be considered in the preparation of the technical submission:

· Radio and Television Broadcasting Stations Book (latest edition) and related detailed station data
· ACMA’s Broadcasting Planning Manual
· ACMA’s Broadcasting Services (Technical Planning) Guidelines 2007
· ACMA’s Register of Radiocommunications Licences
· ACMA’s policy on assessing and prioritising requests to vary analog radio LAPs

· relevant LAPs – (see guidance notes for further detail)
The planning materials are available from the ACMA website. 
Effective from 1 July 2013








Other coverage area definition





kilometres 


(radius around the transmitter site specified in section 5)








� 	In relation to requests for new commercial radio broadcasting services, please note that analog radio spectrum is heavily congested, particularly in metropolitan and densely populated regional areas. Spectrum scarcity in these areas limits the ACMA’s ability to plan new commercial radio services. For information about issues in relation to requests for new commercial radio broadcasting services please refer to the ACMA policy on assessing and prioritising requests to vary radio licence area plans (LAPs) on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.acma.gov.au/" ��ACMA website�.
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